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I was born and raised in Chico, California. When 
it came time to choose a college, I wanted to 
go anywhere other than Chico State. I was ac-
cepted to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in 1996 for 
architecture, but I was already a teen mother 
and could not afford to pursue that dream. Years 
later, I struggled to attend Butte College as a civil 
engineering major and raise two children on my 
own. I completed my Associate of Science de-
gree, though not in engineering. Shortly there-
after, I got married and became a Navy wife. My 
husband adopted my two children, and we now 
have a total of five children (ages 23, 21, 9, 7 and 
6) and one grandson (age 4). 

Now, 23 years later, I am proud to be attending 
CSU, Chico and finally fulfilling my dream of earn-
ing my Bachelor of Science degree in construction 
management. I chose to major in construction 

management because of its close connection to 
architecture and engineering that I was interest-
ed in. The Concrete Industry Management (CIM) 
program that introduced me to the career path 
that I am so passionate about did not even exist 
at Chico State until 2007. When I learned about the 
CIM program, only one of four in the United States, 
I added it as a second major. 

After three summer internships with construction 
materials companies, I learned that I am very pas-
sionate about aggregate mining and all things re-
lated to quarries and heavy equipment. I am also 
concurrently earning my Heavy Equipment Op-
erations certificate along with my double major. 
I aspire to be a plant manager or superintendent 
of an aggregate plant and quarry. Even though it 
has been a very long journey for me, I know I am 
exactly where I am meant to be.

I am from the Coachella Valley, located in Southern 
California. I originally thought I wanted to be a civil 
engineer. I am fascinated by buildings and have 
always wanted to be a part of building something 
amazing. For me, being able to pass a building and 
say I helped build it is one of the greatest things I 
could ever accomplish. 

I went to the University of California at Irvine to 
pursue a degree in civil engineering. I discovered 
through the coursework that I was not interested 
in the design aspect of the program and went to 
the career center for guidance. There I was intro-
duced to construction management, a major I had 
not yet learned about. Following some research, 
construction management seemed like the per-
fect fit for me. I decided to transfer to Cal Poly SLO 
because of this major and their “learn by doing” 
culture. I have been attending for a year now and 
am going into my senior year. I really enjoy my ma-
jor, my school and all my professors. My time at Cal 
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Poly, along with the internships I’ve had, has prov-
en to me that I made the right decision. 

I am still learning what my career goals and aspi-
rations will be, but one goal for certain is to get 
as much experience as possible in all aspects of 
a construction project. I would like to build dif-
ferent types of structures, and would like to gain 
experience as a superintendent, project manag-
er, scheduler, estimator and accountant. 

One day I want to create an organization that 
provides financial assistance to low-income, 
first-generation students interested in pursuing 
a four-year education in construction manage-
ment. I would like for this organization to guide 
students with their resumes, internships, financ-
es and in obtaining a professional career. I look 
forward to learning about construction man-
agement while helping the next generation in 
the industry as WACA has for me.

I grew up in Visalia, California, a dairy town west 
of Sequoia National Park. The Sierra Nevada was 
basically my backyard. When we were out for 
recess in elementary school, we would always 
appreciate the beautiful view of the snowy 
mountaintops. Later, when I was old enough 
to work with my mother picking fruit, the white 
mountain peaks always grabbed my attention. 
The Sierra Nevada runs long, and because of it, 
looks endless. It is my favorite part of growing up 
in the Central Valley.

As mentioned, in my teenage years I would work 
picking fruit with my mother. Those were some 
difficult times. We always had contractors who 
would treat us poorly. On top of that we earned 
minimum wage and at times below minimum 
wage, and it made us feel horrible. Yet, there were 
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two contractors that I will never forget because 
they treated us with respect. They would buy us 
pizza, sodas and look at us when speaking to us. 
I looked up to those guys and I wanted to be just 
like them: respectful and caring to all people no 
matter how they look or where they come from. 
Growing up, I wanted to be a civil engineer be-
cause I enjoyed math and I loved the artistic side 
of buildings. When I found out about construction 
management, a major that gives me the chance to 
be out in the field with the tradespeople and work 
aside engineers and architects, I knew the major 
was made for me.

My career goals and aspirations are to become a 
superintendent at a respected construction com-
pany and to be able to care for and respect the 
people that I work alongside.

SUSIE HORNER

• CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, CHICO
• GRADE LEVEL: SENIOR
• MAJOR: BS, CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT; 

BS, CONCRETE INDUSTRY MANAGEMENT



      19 TH
E QUARTERLY |

for HARD COAT 
SYSTEMS

CONTINUOUS 
INSULATION

w w w. p l a s t i c o m p o n e n t s . c o m •  800.327.7077© 2017 Plastic Components, Inc

MESH CORNER BEAD

Plastic Components’ PVC TRIMS and ACCESSORIES
save time, money – AND deliver a rustproof, 
moisture-resistant installation.

for EIFS, 
DIRECT APPLIED

DRAINAGE & 
VENTILATION

SYSTEM

ULTRA DRAIN MAT™

FIRE TESTED 
PLASTIC LATH

ULTRA-LATH PLUS®

INNOVATIVE PRODUCT SOLUTIONS

MOISTURE MANAGEMENT
MADE EASY!

1969-2019

MEETS
ASTM

C1764 • C1780
C1787 
C1788

C 2019 New products WACA.qxp_Layout 1  12/21/18  11:14 AM  Page 1

2020 ADVERTISING  
OPPORTUNITIES IN  

THE QUARTERLY

With The Quarterly, wall and ceiling  
contractors throughout Northern 

California have a valuable resource for the 
news and information they need to know 
— straight from the association that’s 
looking out for its members’ best interests. 

If your company serves these contractors, 
there’s no better ad space opportunity 
for you than The Quarterly! Be sure to ask 
about members-only rates. Get noticed 
— advertise with WACA today!

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT AD SPACE OPPORTUNITIES IN 
FUTURE ISSUES OF THE QUARTERLY, PLEASE CONTACT:

Samantha Rubsam  |  844.423.7272  |  
samantha@innovativepublishing.com

I was born in Sacramento, California, and lived 
there for my first four years of life. I then moved to 
Oroville, California, 80 miles north in Butte County. 
It was then that I was introduced to Chico State on 
a campus tour. Little did I know that I would attend 
that school 12 years later. My time in Butte County 
was short and I moved to a small town of 6,000 
people called Plumas Lake. My family has lived in 
the same house for the past 15 years, except for 
me as I am attending college. 

My interest in construction really began with my 
family and, most importantly, my dad. My parents’ 
story started when they came to this country 
in search of a better life. Growing up, I heard my 
father and uncles talking about their work in con-
struction as concrete masons, carpenters and la-
borers. I was always fascinated by how they spoke 
about their crafts. Some of my favorite moments 
in life include walking through completed projects 
that my dad worked on; he would talk to me about 
the project problems they faced and how they  
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overcame those challenges. You could hear the 
pride he had in his work. It was during those times 
that I told myself I wanted to be a great designer 
and design great buildings while taking pride in 
my work. 

A year and a half into my civil engineering degree, 
I took a construction management course and 
knew I wanted to take that path as well. After much 
consideration and many mentoring sessions with 
both the civil engineering and construction man-
agement department chairs, I am on track to earn 
two degrees in both these fields within five years. 
After completing my education, I hope to start in 
a field engineering position to decide whether 
to choose a superintendent or project manager 
role. In due time, I hope to go back to school and 
pursue a master’s degree in either workforce de-
velopment or public policy. Once I obtain this de-
gree, I hope to work for an organization that helps 
educate, inform and defend worker rights in the 
construction fields. 


