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Member Meeting at The Van’s
July 25, 2019 | Cost: $50
The Van’s Restaurant | 815 Belmont Avenue | Belmont, CA 94002-2013
Networking & Cocktails 3:30 p.m. | Dinner 5:00 p.m.
We brought back smaller member gatherings to The Van’s Restaurant! This dinner meeting will be limited
to 75 guests. Registration is based on first come, first served — until sold out!
We will feature a guest speaker talk during dinner.
Suggestions for future guest speakers? Contact Maria Carlomagno at maria@wallandceiling.org

800.633.6668
www.larsenproducts.com

Simply brush, roll or spray Plaster-Weld® onto any
structurally sound, interior surface, including bare,
painted or papered drywall, concrete, brick, block,
glass, tile or metal. Then come back and finish with
one, two or three coat plaster.
Plaster-Weld® has a low VOC content, significantly
reducing airborne pollutants that affect health and the
environment.
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Bond With

PLASTER-WELD®
The pink plaster-bonding agent with over
sixty years of superior performance.
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CEMCO HOTROD XL is a composite fire rated wall mount deflection bead that provides 1- and 2-hour fire-ratings in lieu of
fire sealant for both dynamic and static joints according to UL-2079 5th edition (for both standard walls and shaft walls) and
is sound tested according to ASTM E90.
• HOTROD XL provides BOTH 1- and 2-hour fire ratings in
ONE PROFILE and provides an L-rating of less than 1 CFM/
Lin Ft for ambient and 400 degrees F.

• HOTROD XL can be pre-installed to the front or back side
of the drywall, to eliminate any post firestop installation
work after the drywall is installed.

• HOTROD XL combines compressible firestopping foam
with an easy to install finish vinyl drywall accessory for a
single-step application.

• Foam compresses to be fully concealed behind flexible
vinyl leg, the flexible vinyl leg can then be painted and
works as a guide to ensure the proper deflection gap
width is maintained.

• HOTROD XL has a pink perforated attachment flange
(mud leg) that is easily identified by the inspector as a UL
certified firestopping accessory and a white vinyl flexible
leg that conceals the compressible firestopping foam
that can be painted.
• HOTROD XL has no installation temperature or humidity
restrictions.

• UL listings/approvals: HW-D-0624; HW-D-0625; HW-D-0554;
HW-D-0550; BW-S-0024; WW-D-0104.
• U.S. Patent No. US 9,683,364 and US 10,184,246

AS SEEN AT THE
2019 INTEX EXPO!

Intumescent Tape
CEMCO HOTROD XL
Flexible Vinyl Leg
Over Foam
Joint Compound

Scan the code to view
the installation video!

www.cemcosteel.com | 800.775.2362
City of Industry, CA | Pittsburg, CA | Denver, CO | Ft. Worth, TX

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Message from the President
Hopefully, by the time you read this, we’ve passed the final weeks of the rainy season.
Not complaining about the rain, you understand, but to finally have some warm
weather is something I think we all look forward to — the sunny California climate.

The summer months bring us one of WACA’s premier
events, the Construction Excellence Awards (CEA),
which will be held at the Fairmont Hotel in San Jose
on Thursday, June 6.
This event highlights the skills, craftsmanship and dedication of contractor members, while emphasizing the
vital role associate members play in our industry. The
awards banquet gives us the opportunity to mingle
with contemporaries in a casual social environment,
away from sometimes stressful job settings — while
paying tribute to our craft. In the one-hour program
we get to see a summary of impressive projects, from
detailed historical restoration to ultra-modern talents.
A few years ago, we expanded the program to include
the Excellence in Safety Awards. Our safety committee and membership felt strongly about upholding
the importance of safety practices in the workforce
by saluting companies that maintain high safety standards. We also acknowledge the important role our
suppliers and manufacturers play in the successful

Jim Ruane
Board President

outcome of winning projects. For me, the event is
always an enjoyable evening that supports our construction mission and vision.
Another industry achievement to note, on March
15 WACA members and staff attended the groundbreaking ceremony for the Carpenters Northern
California Training Center in Pleasanton. The new
building will incorporate the Drywall/Lathers Training
Center currently located in Hayward. Following the
ceremony, WACA hosted an open house to showcase our now operational BIM CUBE. The open house
was featured in a recent article of The Northern
California Carpenter magazine. For WACA, this was just
another opportunity to build upon our already close
relationship with labor, giving us a more substantial
voice in the issues we are facing and a better forum to
express our opinions. Members, if you are interested in
scheduling a visit to see the CUBE, call the WACA office
at (925) 600-0475.
See you at CEA, and enjoy the summer.

Jim Ruane, President
Patrick J. Ruane Inc.

Don Archuleta
KHS&S Contractors

John Sytsma
Anning-Johnson Company

Shawna Alvarado
O’Donnell Plastering Inc.

David Link, Vice President
Performance Contracting Inc. (PCI)

Gregg Brady
Brady Company/
Central California Inc.

Kristen Meiswinkel
RFJ Meiswinkel Company

Steve Eckstrom
California Drywall Co.

Roger E. Henley Jr.
Henley & Company

Tim Stiller
Nevell Group Inc.

Nancy Brinkerhoff,
Secretary/Treasurer
Ironwood Commercial
Builders Inc.

Jim Watson
Swinerton
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Kicked off
2019 with a

Crab Feed

The Crab Feed was held at Fishermen’s Grotto at Pier 39, a fitting location
with views of the city, the famous Golden Gate Bridge and dock boats
surrounding the restaurant. Members kicked off 2019 enjoying cocktail
hour, discussing business and the industry in a relaxed setting. More
than 200 guests networked at the first member meeting of the year;
new member Wil Carney of Carney’s Plastering was able to experience
his first member meeting.
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The invited guest speaker was Terry Kastner, executive director of
the Northwest Wall and Ceiling Bureau (NWCB). Terry opened up the
evening by providing an overview of the Wall & Ceiling Conference &
Trade Show this past April 4-6, in Henderson, Las Vegas. The conference
is a powerful industry event that allows attendees to stay informed and
up to date with construction information. The evolution of the event

QUARTERLY

name — the Wall & Ceiling Conference & Trade Show — reflects a new
collaboration with WACA, NWCB and the WWCCA (Western Wall and
Ceiling Contractors Association). The joint effort from all three western
wall and ceiling associations is intended to bring broader coverage and
exposure for attendees and exhibitors.
WACA thanks the generous sponsors who contributed the dinner wine for
this event: California Drywall Co., Foundation Building Materials, Fry Reglet,
Hilti, Leonidou & Rosin, Scaffold Solutions Inc., Vertice Accounting Solutions
Inc., and Sweeney, Mason, Wilson & Bosomworth as well as Western State
Drywall/Lathing Industry Labor-Management Cooperation Committee Inc.
To see more photos of this crabby event, visit the photo gallery at
www.wallandceilingalliance.org.

“The Crab Feed to me is one of the
main events of the year for our industry
where there is not only great attendance
but a wide range of disciplines
in attendance. It provides a great
opportunity for catching up, meeting
new people and setting up new
opportunities. Thanks for making WACA
a great industry resource.”

THE

Rob Shimetz, Preconstruction
Manager, KHS&S Contractors
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“This was the first WACA Crab Feed I was able to attend. The event allowed me to experience the great rapport between colleagues and
competitors together in this thriving market. With all the great work going on in Northern California, time is a premium for everyone, and it
was nice to see so many people making the time to attend and catch up with others. Whether it was reconnecting with someone you know,
work with, or making new connections, it really underscores how integrative WACA is to the industry.”
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Chuck Bundrick, Dryvit Systems Inc.
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Thank You Crab Feed Sponsors!
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2019 ADVERTISING
OPPORTUNITIES IN
THE QUARTERLY

W

ith The Quarterly, wall and ceiling
contractors throughout Northern
California have a valuable resource for the
news and information they need to know
— straight from the association that’s
looking out for its members’ best interests.
If your company serves these contractors,
there’s no better ad space opportunity
for you than The Quarterly! Be sure to ask
about members-only rates. Get noticed
— advertise with WACA today!

INNOVATIVE PRODUCT SOLUTIONS

MOISTURE MANAGEMENT
MADE EASY!
ULTRA DRAIN MAT™

MESH CORNER BEAD

CONTINUOUS
INSULATION

for EIFS,
DIRECT APPLIED

for HARD COAT
SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE &
VENTILATION
SYSTEM

Plastic Components’ PVC TRIMS and ACCESSORIES
save time, money – AND deliver a rustproof,
moisture-resistant installation.

ULTRA-LATH PLUS®

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT AD SPACE OPPORTUNITIES IN
FUTURE ISSUES OF THE QUARTERLY, PLEASE CONTACT:
Samantha Rubsam | 844.423.7272 |
samantha@innovativepublishing.com

MEETS
ASTM

FIRE TESTED
PLASTIC LATH

C1764 • C1780
C1787
C1788

© 2017 Plastic Components, Inc

1969-2019

w w w. p l a s t i c o m p o n e n t s . c o m • 800.327.7077

ASSOCIATE MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Foundation Building Materials
by Matt Jung, Northern California Sales Manager

Foundation Building Materials (FBM) is an industry-leading building
materials and construction products distribution company. With over 170
locations across the United States and Canada, FBM has an expansive
North American reach, with a mission to serve the changing needs of the
professional construction trades. Individual FBM regions and locations are
designed to be flexible enough to cater to the unique building materials
requirements of each geographic market. Whether it’s related to building
codes, vendors, climate or customer preferred products, all FBM locations
aim to reflect the local nature of the building materials business.
FBM provides quality building materials including drywall, steel studs,
acoustical ceilings, insulation, weather barriers, stucco, EIFS, FRP,
commercial-grade construction tools, drywall hand tools, fasteners and

more. These building products are used on projects including industrial and commercial buildings, single and multifamily residential housing,
hospitals, sports arenas, airports and various other structures. In addition
to class-leading building materials, FBM provides professional material
handling, delivery and customized stocking services to ensure that our
customers have materials where and when they need them.

At FBM, values are essential, from safetyfirst and customer focus to valuing our
employees, operating with integrity and
pursuing excellence.
With three branches around the bay — Hayward, San Francisco and San
Jose — and seven additional branches in Southern California, we have the
geographic footprint to service any project in California.

FBM SAN FRANCISCO
390 Shelby Street
San Francisco, CA 94124

FBM SAN JOSE
675 Emory Street
San Jose, CA 95110

Group photo to come

FBM HAYWARD
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3343 Arden Road
Hayward, CA 94545

QUARTERLY

FBM is a relatively young company established in 2011 that is customerdriven, flexible, growing and able to respond quickly to market changes
and customer needs. We are fortunate in today’s competitive labor market
to have team members with deep-rooted experience in our industry and
in the Bay Area. It’s a priority for us to recognize and value our employees,
as they are the most important asset we have. We invest time and energy in
our people, with the understanding that they will do the same for our customers. Additionally, at our company, technology is vital for both the sake of
our operations and, more importantly, for our customers’ benefit. Whether
it is our mobile app, which provides customers with critical order tracking
and delivery data, or convenient online billing, we are always listening to our
customers and trying to make it easier for them to do business with us.
At FBM, values are essential, from safety-first and customer focus to valuing
our employees, operating with integrity and pursuing excellence. Our goal
is to demonstrate our company’s values in the way we conduct business
each and every day.

Equipping the Construction Trades
with Quality Building Materials

Specialty Building Products
• Drywall
• EIFS
• Steel
• FRP
• Acoustical Ceilings • Tools & Fasteners
• Insulation
• Doors & Hardware
• Metal Lath, Plaster
& Stucco
FBM Services
• Order Desk
• Jobsite Delivery
• Stocking
Safety
We are committed to keeping our customers
and our employees safe!

Serving our Customers with 10 Branches in California and over 170 Locations in North America
SAN FRANCISCO

PICO RIVERA

HAYWARD

ORANGE
RIVERSIDE

SAN JOSE
OXNARD

Foundation Building Materials

NORTH HOLLYWOOD

www.fbmsales.com

Founded on Principle • Built with Purpose

ESCONDIDO
SAN DIEGO

THE TECHNICAL CORNER

One-Hour Fire-Rated
Ceiling Options
Michael Gardner

The fundamental rule of constructing a fire-rated system is that the system must be installed as it
was tested; to achieve the required fire rating, the tested construction must be replicated in the field.
Unfortunately, odd situations occasionally arise, many of which derive from a unique aspect of the
structure being constructed or renovated that requires one to step back and take a moment to figure
out how to provide the required rating.
Horizontal fire-rated systems seem to present this challenge more
than vertical systems. Likely that is because of their unique architectural nature, given the many changes that can occur within
the elevation or angle of a floor or roof, or the structural support
members thereof.
In the right circumstance, specific generic systems contained within
the Gypsum Association Fire Resistance Design Manual, 2015 Edition
(GA-600-2015), provide relief for one-hour floor-ceiling test issues.
Each system can be used with a wide variety of framing materials.
File FC 4505, for example, provides a one-hour rating when two
layers of 5/8-inch-thick type X gypsum wallboard are applied to
channel-shaped steel joists. Effectively, the language in the system
description also permits the two-layer membrane to be used to
provide one-hour fire-resistance for other metal framing components, as long as the framing members are spaced as defined and
the gypsum wallboard is attached as prescribed.
GA File FC 5529 accomplishes the same for wood-frame systems.
Additional wood-frame system language is also found in ICC-ES
Evaluation Report ESR-1338. Similar systems exist for roof-ceiling
applications using either metal- or wood-framing members.

Generic fire resistance ratings contained in GA-600 are accepted
under the IBC based on footnotes to the three tables in Section
721.1 of the code. ICC-ES Evaluation Report ESR-1338 contains
similar language. Use of any of the systems should be confirmed with
the authority having jurisdiction and the gypsum board manufacturer
before commencing construction.
Another option with a floor-ceiling system is the use of the “lid rule”
— an often-overlooked remedy contained in contemporary model
building codes.
Buried in Section 708 of the 2015 International Building Code (IBC), the
“lid rule” option is often missed because it is written as two exceptions to
language that addresses the continuity requirements for one-hour rated
partitions. It was initially written into the Uniform Building Code decades
ago and was incorporated into the first edition of the IBC in 2000.

The noted systems are often the best option when structural irregularities or issues involving access to the underside of the structure

In its purest form, the “lid rule” exists to address situations where a
fire-rated corridor is required in a building that has a significant
floor-to-ceiling height span. It was originally included in the egress
section of the IBC and migrated to Chapter 7, where it can be used
more broadly for fire ratings, about a decade ago.

No system will identically match what was
tested in a lab, as field conditions are not the
same as lab conditions, so some discretion is
appropriate with any fire-rated
system installation.

The language permits a rated ceiling installed in a corridor to serve as
fire-rated protection, provided the required construction is installed
using one of two methods: 1) one-hour walls are installed and then
capped with a horizontal “lid” — effectively making an upside-down
U-shape enclosure — that is constructed identically to the one-hour
partitions, or 2) the membrane on the outside face of the one-hour
partitions is carried to the underside of the structure above and a simple one-hour ceiling is installed between the partitions.

THE
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above occur, and no specific system will suffice. Note that the identified systems cannot be backloaded with insulation unless specific
prescriptive requirements contained in GA-600 are followed.

QUARTERLY

Note that while the language is specific to corridor applications, the
rule can be used in other instances, at the discretion of the authority
having jurisdiction, when parallel walls require a rated ceiling above
the occupied space between. It is a particularly convenient way to
create a rating when a lot is going on in the interstitial space above
the ceiling — wiring, ductwork, cable trays and the like.
A third option is the use of a proprietary horizontal membrane system
that has been tested for use as a rated ceiling. Decades ago, such systems were available from individual manufacturers and were largely
constructed as horizontal shaftwall systems. They faded away over the
past decade, likely because of the difficulty in installing heavy liner
panels on a horizontal plane, but they may be making a bit of a comeback, and GA-600 now includes a smattering of examples.
Again, the newer systems are proprietary. Each has to be constructed
using the material provided by the designated manufacturer.
Michael Gardner is the president of M Gardner Services LLC (MGS), a consulting firm that assists organizations with issues involving industry standards and
building codes, meeting management, and external collaboration and outreach.
Prior to establishing MGS, he was the executive vice president of compliance
programs for the International Code Council. He is also the former CEO of the
Gypsum Association and currently serves as WACA’s special technical advisor. He
can be reached at michael@mgardnerservices.com.
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No system will identically match what was tested in a lab, as field
conditions are not the same as lab conditions, so some discretion
is appropriate with any fire-rated system installation. What takes
thought and investigation is figuring out how to achieve the desired
result when construction conditions deviate somewhat as compared to a best-case lab situation.
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Did You Miss the Wall & Ceiling
Conference & Trade Show?

WACA co-hosted the Wall & Ceiling Conference & Trade Show this past
April 4-6 at Green Valley Ranch Resort in Henderson, Las Vegas. The
change of the event name to the Wall & Ceiling Conference & Trade
Show reflected a new joint effort with WACA, NWCB and the WWCCA
(Western Wall and Ceiling Contractors Association) to bring greater
coverage for attendees and exhibitors.
This powerful industry conference allowed attendees to stay
informed about the industry. The theme was “Construction Goes
Hi-Tech: Recruit, Compete and Sustain Success.” The conference
offered participants a glimpse into how technology and innovation
will be impacting our lives and our work in the future and beyond.
The keynote speaker was Jeff Sample from JBKnowledge, a consulting company that provides technology solutions for the construction
and insurance industries. Conference opportunities included a trade
show, educational seminars on both technical and business topics,
networking events and industry meetings. Contractors and industry

professionals were able to use the conference as a gathering space to
evolve their business acumen and create partnerships.
Exhibitors gained valuable face-to-face time with the key decisionmakers representing the major wall and ceiling contractors on
the West Coast. Attendees who chose the Convention Delegate
registration were able to experience the Exhibit Hall as well as
enjoy the Exhibit Breakfast on April 5 and 6, the Manufacturer &
Dealer Party featuring a dinner buffet and a live band, and a final
banquet dinner, plus access to all educational seminars and general
industry meetings.
We appreciate all the contractors who supported the conference:
Anning-Johnson Company, Coast Building Products, Frey Plastering
Inc., Golden Gate Drywall, Henley & Company, Ironwood Commercial
Builders Inc., Karsyn Construction Inc., Patrick J. Ruane Inc., Performance Contracting Inc. (PCI) and Raymond-Northern California Inc.

WACA Member Exhibitors

16 |
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BUILD BETTER
BUILD SAFER
BUILD

LIUNA is dedicated to providing a
skilled and safe workforce to help
contractors stay safe, competitive,
and profitable. In 2018, LIUNA’s
commitment to training included:
17,976 Students Trained
1,498 Classes Taught
255,032 Hours of Training
796 Apprenticeship Graduates

THE

Northern California District Council of Laborers
(925) 469-6800 · www.ncdclaborers.org

QUARTERLY | 17

OUR MISSION is to build a team dedicated to providing exceptional customer relations, restore quality service
and values to the scaffold industry, empower our employees to set and achieve goals to better themselves and
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the industry, and to provide a personal and professional approach in constructing exceptional quality projects.
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PHONE: 707-561-7712
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FAX: 707-561-7716

Construction Excellence
Awards 2019

Join Us in Celebrating an Evening of
Remarkable Wall and Ceiling Workmanship
CEA honors contractors that have performed exceptional wall and ceiling
craftsmanship in Northern California. The ceremony showcases the companies and
individuals who contributed to the framework of the awarded projects. This is an
opportunity to recognize and promote contractors’ work and our industry.

June 6, 2019 | 4:30 P.M.
Time

Location

Tickets

4:30 p.m.
Networking & Cocktail Hour

Fairmont Hotel
170 South Market Street
San Jose, CA 95113

Cost: $75 per person
Purchase Tickets Online:
www.wallandceilingalliance.org
Calendar of Events Page

6:00 p.m.
Dinner & Awards Show

Registration
www.wallandceilingalliance.org
Calendar of Events Page – June 6

Sponsorship Packages
PLATINUM - $2,000

GOLD - $1,500

BRONZE - $500

SUPPORTING - $350

1 Table (10 tickets) with
preferred seating,
logo on homepage,
name/logo display on
event table, throughout
event, in e-newsletter &
The Quarterly magazine

Four (4) tickets, name/logo
signage throughout event
& in e-newsletter

1 Table (10 tickets)
with preferred seating,
name/logo signage
throughout event,
in e-newsletter &
The Quarterly magazine

Two (2) tickets,
name/logo signage
throughout event

SILVER - $1,000

Eight (8) tickets, name/
logo signage throughout
event, in e-newsletter &
The Quarterly magazine

CONSTRUCTION

XCELLENCE

AWARDS 2019

THE

Fairmont Hotel | San Jose, CA
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CONTRACTOR MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Giampolini & Company was established by founder Servino Giampolini in 1912.
Located initially on Dupont Street (now known as upper Grant Avenue) in San
Francisco and serving a thriving North Beach neighborhood, the original operation
included paint manufacturing, retail sales of paint and painting supplies as well
as contract painting services. More than 100 years later, Giampolini remains
primarily a family-owned business led by fourth generation shareholder and CEO
Greg Quilici.
Brent Zerull,
Drywall Division President

20 |
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The drywall and restoration divisions were
introduced to the company in 1999 and
2000 as natural extensions of our capabilities
and in response to growing client demand
for higher standards in quality and execution. Now based in Emeryville, California,
QUARTERLY

the company supports a working staff of
over 325 full-time employees. More than 180
dedicated individuals comprise the drywall
division, while the remainder of the workforce is divided between the painting and
restoration divisions. Our primary service

areas include, but are not limited to, the San
Francisco Bay area, extending as far north
as Santa Rosa, south past San Jose, and
east to Sacramento and Merced. Providing
complete light and heavy gauge metal framing, drywall and acoustical ceiling services,

the drywall division’s specialties include
high-level corporate buildouts, interior and
exterior multilevel core and shell work,
institutional/educational facilities and select
residential projects.

to means and methods, new products and
applications are some of the additional
benefits made available to Giampolini
through affiliation with the Wall And Ceiling Alliance.

Many of the obstacles we at Giampolini face
in today’s marketplace represent opportunities for growth and expansion. Compressed
and overlapping construction schedules, a
shortage of qualified craftsmen/workforce,
and architectural features ever more increasing in complexity combine to bring to the
forefront the best of what Giampolini has to
offer. Our long-term investment in quality,
the commitment to maintaining a reliable
and capable workforce, and state-of-theart equipment blended with “old school”
craftsmanship represent a part of what enables our company to succeed where others
might stumble.

In positioning for the future, we’ve modernized and strengthened our administrative
and field support functions. We have invested
in larger, more strategically located warehouse, corporate yard and office facilities.
Our recently established warehouse and
office facility located in the industrial heart
of San Jose will enable our workforce to better serve our growing South Bay client base.
The successful completion of prominent and
challenging projects such as the new San
Francisco Transbay Terminal, major renovation

The commitment of
company founder Servino
Giampolini to quality, the
pride of workmanship, and
outstanding service remains a
driving factor in Giampolini &
Company today.
of the historic Bowles Hall building located on
the UC Berkeley Campus, Stripe Corporate and
Airbnb headquarters, and Vy Capital atop the
new Salesforce Tower are but a few feature
projects that place Giampolini in a position
poised and ready to take on a future filled with
new challenges and opportunity.

THE

As for industry support, we recognize and
appreciate much of what WACA brings to
the table. Providing technical assistance,
a collective bargaining platform, educational programs and opportunity make for
significant contributions. Keeping members
apprised by way of informative publications
that include a focus on innovations relating
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WACA BIM CUBE

Building on BIM for the Future of Construction
What seemed like pipe dreams 20 years ago
— connected equipment and tools, mobile
apps, autonomous heavy equipment, drones,
robots, augmented virtual reality — are either
routinely used at construction sites today, or just
around the corner. “Adaptation is one of our real
strengths,” Alvarado says.
In the current technological wave, the widespread use of Building Information Modeling
(BIM) has played a critical role. BIM refers to
the use of three-dimensional digital models
with information about the building to create construction documents as well as other
documents and processes, rather than twodimensional blueprints. Huge rolls of paper
construction documents on the job site are
being replaced by tablets, smartphones and
head-mounted technology and augmented
reality displays.
Welcome to Immersive Reality
Now, the Wall And Ceiling Alliance (WACA),
the organization of Northern California unionsignatory drywall, lathing, and interior and
exterior plastering contractors, has pushed
the BIM process to a new level with the Collaborative Ultimate Building Environment (CUBE).

Located in WACA’s Pleasanton office, the CUBE is
basically a movie theater for BIM where construction documents, virtual three-dimensional BIM
models and other files can be blown up on adjoining walls on a large scale. Owners, contractors,
subcontractors and workers can meet in the CUBE
and make changes “on the fly, in real time,” in the
words of developer/consultant Cody Nowak.
Participants can literally walk through a rendered
virtual 3D model of the project in a 1:1 human
scale as a collaborative group. Or one user can
walk through with a more immersive virtual reality headset on, as the rest of the team sees what
that person sees in virtual reality projected on the
walls in a near 1:1 human scale. The team can then
make changes that will immediately be reflected
in the construction documents, and instantly
see the changes put into place in the rendered
three-dimensional walkthrough.
This immersive visualization, made possible by
virtual reality and augmented reality, paired with
BIM, will lead to better collaboration and communication. General contractors, with mechanical,
plumbing, electrical and drywall subcontractors,
for example, can actually meet in a CUBE, agree
on plan changes, visualize them and change the
construction documents accordingly. The bottom
line: increased efficiency and productivity, and a
dramatic reduction in the number of expensive
change orders.
While early versions of this immersive technology were clunky and proprietary, the CUBE is
an open technology, which means parties can
come to the WACA office, input their BIM models
and actually visualize and adjust the structure itself at a 1:1 human scale as a collaborative group
in real time, without headsets.
“We basically advanced the application and
made it more collaborative,” Nowak says.
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Marlin Chappell, a member of Local 9109, working with
Cody Nowak, with the Wall And Ceiling Alliance (WACA),
in the Collaborative Ultimate Building Environment
(CUBE). Chappell works for California Drywall using this
new BIM-based technology on several projects.

QUARTERLY

WACA Steps Up
With the support of the WACA Board of Directors,
composed entirely of union-signatory contractors, WACA staff directed and worked with Nowak
to begin setting up the CUBE — complete with a
near-personal supercomputer, a surround sound
system, a projection mapping system, virtual
reality head-mounted display and other new
technologies — at the association’s office.

“We’re pushing the envelope,” says WACA CEO
Frank Nunes. “Our Board agreed that this was
the direction the industry was going, and we
needed to get out in front.”
The WACA directors were particularly
attracted by how the CUBE can facilitate drywall and framing subcontractors being able
to get on project preconstruction planning
early on, Nunes says.
WACA affiliates can now bring their own BIM
models to the CUBE, and in a few minutes they
are in the software. From there, they are walking
through the model on a 1:1 scale, in real time.
The CUBE software can even simulate day or
night lighting for the appropriate season.
California Drywall has been one of the first of
the wall and ceiling specialty contractors to
buy in to the new technology. “Our company’s
culture is all about identifying and using new
technologies to improve our performance
and product,” says Marlin Chappell, a member
of Local 9109 and a part of California Drywall’s BIM team. “We plan on using the CUBE
on an upcoming hospital project in Santa
Rosa and a hotel project in San Francisco
as we experience the value it brings.”
Chappell, who came into the industry as an
apprentice in 2009, is employed by California Drywall — where he used his computer
and BIM skills on the CPMC Van Ness Campus Hospital Project, where subcontractor
coordination was particularly important.
“Recently, Steve Eckstrom, our company
president, got together with Cody and had
me run some BIM projects through the
CUBE,” Chappell says. “Bringing it to WACA
was a way to move the whole industry forward. It’s setting a higher bar for all of us.”
The CUBE is just the beginning, Chappell
says. “There’s a definite wow factor with the
CUBE when you’re working with it,” he notes.
“We’re starting to use it on some of our projects and with them we will start seeing the
real value.”
This article was reprinted with permission from The
Northern California Carpenter magazine.
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WALL AND CEILING ALLIANCE

Golf Tournament
Friday, September 20, 2019

Poppy Ridge Golf Course • Livermore, CA

Come enjoy a day filled with networking opportunities, meet new people, connect with
current contacts, partner up with peers and have a chance to win great prizes. There will
be tournament competitions, raffle prizes and gift bags filled with giveaways!

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
Registration & Breakfast		
10:00 a.m.
Shotgun Start				12:00 p.m.
Hosted Cocktails			 5:30 p.m.
Dinner & Raffle Prizes			
6:00 p.m.
Contests: Closest to the pin & longest drive
Not Playing? Dinner Only $50
$200 per Player / $800 Foursome
Fees include: Door gifts, green fees, golf cart,
18-hole play, breakfast, lunch and dinner,
snacks, on-course beverages and an opportunity to win grand raffle prizes!
Tee Sign Sponsor $350
Tee sign on the course with company name or logo
Event Sponsor $650
Golf for two (2), company logo signage
throughout event, tee sign

Will Sell
Out Soon!
Register
ASAP!

Hole Sponsor $1,000
Table/tent at a hole, golf for two (2), logo on
WACA homepage, company signage throughout event, tee sign
Mega Sponsor $3,000
Only four (4) mega sponsorships available!
Includes table & tent at a hole, onsite vendor
(margarita machine or ice cream bar), foursome
(4), logo on WACA homepage, company signage
throughout event, tee sign
Tournament Is Scramble Format
• Dress code: No T-shirts, tank tops or denim jeans
• Men must wear shirts with collar and sleeves
• Shorts must have an inseam of at least four (4) inches
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Register online
www.wallandceilingalliance.org
Calendar of Events – September 20
QUARTERLY

Stockton Products™ has made some exciting changes. In order to expand our metal
forming capabilities, we've made a significant investment in state-of-the-art
equipment and experienced personnel to accomplish this goal.
Established as "Stockton Custom Fabrication", this new capacity will permit us to
greatly expand our product line and market reach and give us the ability to offer all
types of custom fabricated metal items as well as expand our current line of stock
metal items through innovation and cost saving economies.
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SAFETY UPDATE

Cal/OSHA Requirements
and Compliance Assistance Resources
Chris Lee, Safety Consultant
The following information is intended to assist construction employers
in several areas: injury and illness reporting deadlines, online compliance
assistance tools, specific job site tools, written programs, tailgate safety
meetings, training requirements in Cal/OSHA regulations, Cal/OSHA inspection protocol (document request) and most frequently cited Cal/
OSHA regulations in construction.
Injury and Illness Reporting Deadlines
California employers were required to post the Log 300A “Summary of Injuries and Illnesses” in a conspicuous location of the work site
from February 1-April 30, 2019. Need help on how to record injuries/
illnesses? Click on “Forms for Recording Work-Related Injuries and Illnesses”:
www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/dosh_publications/RecKeepOverview.pdf.
In addition, under revised regulations, construction employers with
20-250 employees were required to electronically submit their Log
300A for calendar year 2018 to federal OSHA by March 2, 2019. For
more information about how to electronically report your data: www.
osha.gov/injuryreporting/index.html.
Online Compliance Assistance Tools
“Cal/OSHA Guidance for Construction Employers” – This table allows
employers and employees to access specific regulations for various Title 8
regulations on construction, as well as useful guidance materials, posters and
other resources: www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/construction-guide-summary.html.
“Cal/OSHA Pocket Guide for Construction” – This guide is for the use
of workers, employers, supervisors, shop stewards, safety personnel
and others. The Pocket Guide for Construction:
• Summarizes Title 8 regulations applicable to the construction industry
• Lists the major subject headings in alphabetical order in the table
of contents
• Provides highlights of selected safety standards in each major subject
heading within its scope and may also include best practices
• Is available in PDF format and can be printed online: www.dir.ca.gov/
dosh/dosh_publications/constguideonline.pdf

26 |

THE

Portable Ladders, Fall Protection and Scaffolds
• “Portable Ladder Safety eTool” – This helpful eTool provides important information on portable ladder inspections, use and
maintenance: www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/etools/08-001/care.htm
• Another eTool on portable ladder safety provides references to the
actual regulation: www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/etools/08-001/regs.htm
• “Fall Protection in Construction” – This fact sheet covers Cal/OSHA
requirements, helpful safety information, common passive systems and common active systems: www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/dosh_
publications/Fall-Protection-in-Construction-fs.pdf

QUARTERLY

•

“Scaffolds” – Follow this link for the actual Title 8, Section 1637,
general requirements: www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/dosh_publications/
GuideForSupportedScaffolds.pdf

This resource addresses 1) commonly used supported scaffolds,
2) common hazards in scaffold use, 3) selected Cal/OSHA regulations
and 4) safe work practices.
Written Safety and Health Programs
Construction employers are urged to make sure their basic written
programs are up to date. Among others, these include 1) the Injury
and Illness Prevention Program (IIPP), 2) the Heat Illness Prevention
(HIP) Program and 3) the Code of Safe Practices.
1. IIPP eTool: www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/etools/09-031/index.htm
2. HIP: www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/HeatIllnessInfo.html
3. Code of Safe Practices: www.dir.ca.gov/title8/sub4_A.html. See
plate A-3 for the recommended items for the Code of Safe Practices.
Tailgate Safety Meetings
Cal/OSHA construction safety orders require construction employers to conduct tailgate/toolbox safety meetings every 10 days (Title
8, Section 1509(e)). Follow this link for more information: www.dir.
ca.gov/dosh/etools/09-002/tailgate.htm.
Within this link are additional links to: 1) Cal/OSHA publications
(including the Pocket Guide), 2) an insert card (contains 63 separate
tailgate topics with a link to the page in the Pocket Guide that describes what is required) and 3) setting up a tailgate/toolbox meeting.
Be sure the foreman/crew leader who conducts the tailgate meeting
keeps a record of the date, subject(s) discussed and names of the
employees participating.

Training Requirements in Cal/OSHA Regulations
A handy resource is a table prepared by Cal/OSHA that lists, by
subject category, the basic training requirements in Cal/OSHA regulations. The “Cal/OSHA Safety & Health Training and Instruction Requirements” can be accessed at www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/dosh_publications/
trainingreq.htm.
Cal/OSHA’s at the Door and Wants to See Your Documentation
If Cal/OSHA reports to your job site and opens an investigation,
they will present you with a document request with a deadline
for production.
The one-page form is entitled “Document Request (Cal/OSHA 1 AY)”
and contains 23 different documents that could be requested. If
such a document request is received, please take it seriously and be
as responsive as possible. If an employer fails to submit the requested documents, Cal/OSHA may conclude that they do not have the
documents, and a citation/penalty might be issued. www.dir.ca.gov/
DOSHPol/P&PC-1AY.pdf.

Most Frequently Cited Standards in Construction
Over the last four years, the most frequently cited regulations during
construction inspections were as follows:
1. Heat illness prevention (see www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3385.html)
2. Injury and illness prevention program (see www.dir.ca.gov/
title8/1509.html)
3. Code of Safe Practices (see www.dir.ca.gov/title8/1509.html)
4. Emergency medical services (having an appropriately trained
person onsite to render first aid) (see www.dir.ca.gov/title8/
1512.html)
5. Reporting to Cal/OSHA any serious injury, illness or fatality (notification within 8 hours is required) (see www.dir.ca.gov/title8/342.html)
Employers might be well-advised to check their safety programs to ensure they are in compliance to avoid citations in these areas. For these
most frequently cited regulations, Cal/OSHA issued a total of 6,252
violations, with proposed penalties of $6,236,931!
Reprinted with permission from United Contractors; published in UCON Magazine,
March 2019, unitedcontractors.org.
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STAY KNOW
uJim Stafford Retirement from Carpenters

uSteve Etkin Retirement from AWCI

After nearly 50 years in construction, Jim Stafford is retiring from the wall and ceiling industry. Jim’s career path
began as a gopher and “clean-up kid” on his first construction job with The Bank of California in Van Nuys, where
he trained in the 1970s under the site foreman. After
studying carpentry and opening his own drywall business, Jim went on
to establish the KHS&S office in Concord, eventually holding the title of
senior vice president of field operations for KHS&S–West Coast. He retired
from KHS&S Contractors; with his experience and accomplishments
in the industry, the Carpenters hired him to serve as a representative
for their training facility and international headquarters in Las Vegas. We
hope that Jim’s career success and perseverance — and his love of practical jokes — will continue to serve him well in his retirement.

Steve Etkin, executive vice president
and CEO of the Association of the Wall
and Ceiling Industry (AWCI), will be retiring on December 31, 2019, after more than 24 years with the
association. AWCI’s Executive Committee has formed a CEO search
committee to find a replacement. AWCI intends to have a successor on board by the summer, with Steve’s position continuing until the end of the year. For more information about the process,
please reach out to Jerry Smith at jesmith@bakertriangle.com or
(512) 260-7600.

California Drywall Co. has announced
the appointment of Ryan Tiru to
become vice president of business
strategy. Ryan’s experience in the industry ranges from tenant improvements to large ground-up facilities. His expertise as an accomplished
preconstruction leader has made him a valued asset in schematic and
design phases of projects. In response to his promotion, Ryan noted,
“I am extremely proud to continue working with this pioneering leader
in the industry, as we build on the experience of seven decades moving forward.” Congratulations to Ryan on his new promotion.

Nancy was appointed in 2012 by WACA to
take on Northern California’s AWCI’s Board
seat, and in 2014, was nominated into
AWCI’s Executive Board. In June 2019, Nancy will accept the position
of AWCI’s Board president, becoming the first female Board president
in the history of AWCI. This is a historic undertaking for the wall and
ceiling construction industry.
Nancy’s Board presidency installation lunch commenced at AWCI’s Annual Convention on April 22-26, 2019, at the Gaylord National Resort &
Convention Center, in National Harbor, Maryland. We support Nancy in
her role as president and are thankful that she will continue as WACA’s
secretary/treasurer on the Board.
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uRyan Tiru Promoted to VP of Business
Strategy at Cal Drywall Co.

uNancy Brinkerhoff Making History
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2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
√ WACA events in red

JUNE 3-5
ENR FutureTech
San Francisco, California

√ JULY 25
WACA Member Meeting at The Van’s
San Francisco, California

√ JUNE 6
WACA Construction Excellence
Awards 2019
San Jose, California

AUGUST 21-24
NAWIC Annual Conference
Atlanta, Georgia

JUNE 6-8
A’19: AIA Conference on Architecture
Las Vegas, Nevada
JUNE 9-12
Safety 2019 Professional Development
Conference & Exposition
New Orleans, Louisiana
JUNE 22-25
BOMA International Annual
Conference & Expo
Salt Lake City, Utah
JUNE 22-26
ASHRAE Annual Conference 2019
Kansas City, Missouri
JULY 7
Glass Con Global
New York City, New York
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JULY 12-13
Southeastern Wall & Ceiling Trade Show
and Annual Convention of FWCCA
Ponte Vedra, Florida
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SEPTEMBER 13
NCCA Golf Tournament
Livermore, California
SEPTEMBER 17-19
Glass Build America
Atlanta, Georgia
√ SEPTEMBER 20
WACA Golf Tournament
Livermore, California
OCTOBER 9-11
CONSTRUCT Conference
National Harbor, Maryland
OCTOBER 11-13
ICAA Convention & Trade Show
Phoenix, Arizona

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
CONTRACTOR MEMBERS

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

CARNEY’S PLASTERING

FIREWISE CONSULTANTS

»

»

Carney’s Plastering is a second-generation,
family-owned business specializing in
plastering, lathering and stucco needs,
including new construction, renovations and remodeling, and additions.
The business is owned and operated by
Wil Carney, son of a San Francisco-based
businessman who taught contractors and
construction workers to have the highest
standards in their work. Wil started his
business in 1988 and joined the industry
in 2014 as a union plastering contractor.
The company has six employees and extensive experience in safely supervising
tradesmen on large commercial projects,
with all relevant OSHA, state and local
regulations observed to maintain a lowrisk and hazard-free work environment.
Most of the company’s work is done in
San Francisco, Oakland and Richmond.
For more information, contact Wil Carney
at wilcarneyplastering@gmail.com and
(415) 240-9402.

FireWise Consultants is an unbiased Passive Fire Protection Products consulting
firm that specializes in Firestop while
helping assist projects and companies
to drastically reduce unforeseen issues,
unnecessary change orders, added
costs, improperly designed details and
delays. The business was established in
2014 and is based in Northern California, but works throughout the country
with a focus on complex commercial,
OSHPD and state projects. FireWise
Consultants offers a professional timesaving system that allows a firm to have a

single point of contact to help point out
unforeseen issues and solve problems
in an accelerated manner. The company
collaborates with the entire design,
construction and inspection team to
create a successful chain of communication, so all parties understand changes
as they come about. For specialty
contractors, FireWise can help make businesses more efficient when dealing with
Passive Fire Protection Products by
including — though not limited to —
plan/spec review, BIM review, quality
control program, live tracking of
systems/EJs/questions, and bid review.
For more information, contact Brent
Johnson at brent@firewiseconsultants.
com and (925) 523-3050.

Wall And Ceiling Alliance

»

Valdez Plastering is based in San Francisco
and services the Northern California
area. The company specializes in the
areas of lath, plaster and paint. For more
information on Valdez Plastering, contact
company representative and president/
owner Anthony Perez at anthony@
valdezplastering.com and (916) 454-2243.

Follow us!

wacagroup
Wall And Ceiling Alliance (WACA)
@WACAlliance
Wall And Ceiling Alliance

THE

VALDEZ PLASTERING
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WACA MEMBERS

THE VOICE OF THE WALL AND CEILING INDUSTRY
CONTRACTOR
MEMBERS
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Aderholt Specialty Company, Inc.
Anning-Johnson Company
Basco Drywall & Painting Co.
Bayside Interiors, Inc.
Boyett Construction, Inc.
Brady Company/Central California, Inc.
Bruce K. Hall Construction
California Drywall Co.
Carney’s Plastering
Coast Building Products
Coffey Building Group
Component West
Concord Drywall, Inc.
Creative Ceilings & Drywall
Custom Drywall, Inc.
Daley’s Drywall & Taping, Inc.
Elite Plastering, Inc.
Eric Stark Interiors, Inc.
Excel Lathing, Inc.
FDR Drywall, Inc.
Fisher Lath and Plaster, Inc.
Freas Plastering
Frey Plastering, Inc.
Giampolini Contractors
Golden Gate Drywall
Halstead Drywall, Inc.
Harrison Drywall, Inc.
Hartley Construction, Inc.
Henley & Company
Ironwood Commercial Builders, Inc.
J&J Acoustics, Inc.
Karsyn Construction, Inc.
KHS&S Contractors
Kirk Builders
Level 5 Inc.
Magnum Drywall
MGM Drywall Inc.
Nevell Group, Inc.
North Counties Drywall, Inc.
O’Donnell Plastering, Inc.
Olea Plastering
Pace, Inc. dba Pace Drywall
Pacific West Lath & Plaster, Inc.
Patrick J. Ruane, Inc.
Performance Contracting, Inc. (PCI)
QUARTERLY

Raymond-Northern California, Inc.
RBE Construction Inc. DBA: Slingshot Drywall
RFJ Meiswinkel Company
Robert Boeger Plastering, Inc.
Russell Hinton Co. Inc.
S&R Drywall, Inc.
Service Plastering II
Spacetone Acoustics, Inc.
SRJ Drywall
Standard Drywall, Inc.
Stockham Construction, Inc.
Sunshine Construction
Surber Drywall Construction, Inc.
Swinerton
Valdez Plastering
Western Partitions, Inc.

ASSOCIATE
MEMBERS
Action Gypsum Supply, LP
Allura Fiber Cement
AMS dba Allied Building Products
Armstrong World Industries
Bay Area Builders Exchange
Bear Scaffold and Services
BEHR® Paint
BMI Products
Bolton & Company
California Bank of Commerce
California Service Tool
CEMCO
CertainTeed Gypsum
ClarkDietrich Building Systems
Consolidated Fabricators Corp.
CWallA
Davis Wire
Demand Products, Inc.
Dryvit Systems, Inc.
DuPont Tyvek
Ficcadenti Waggoner & Castle
Structural Engineers, Inc.
FireWise Consultants
Fortifiber Building Systems Group
Foundation Building Materials
Fry Reglet

GC Products, Inc.
Georgia-Pacific Gypsum
Grabber Construction Products
Hilti
HSG Safety Supplies, Inc.
ISU Sander, Jacobs,
Cassayne Insurance Services
J&B Materials
L&W Supply dba CalPly
Leonidou & Rosin Professional Corporation
Littler Mendelson
Lucintel
Merlex Stucco, Inc.
Omega Products
PABCO Gypsum
Parex USA Incorporated
Peninsula Building Materials Co.
Pentarisk Insurance Services
Plexxis Software
Promotional Edge
QuietRock
QUIKRETE
Radius Track Corporation
REW Materials
Rivers Del Rey
SCAFCO Steel Stud Company
Scaffold Solutions Inc.
Signature Print & Promo
Simpson Strong-Tie
Specified Technologies Inc. (STI) dba Firestop
Starr’s Building Supply
Sto Corp.
Stockton Products
Structa Wire Corp.
Summit Financial Group, LLC
Sweeney, Mason, Wilson & Bosomworth
The Pendelton Co., Inc.
United States Gypsum
VaproShield
Vinyl Corp.
Westpac Materials
Westside Building Material Corp.
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